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Mountaineers All-Americans
Three Mansfield student-athletes earned All-American honors 

during the fall season.

Chris Cummings, a senior from Mansfield, PA, became 
the first Mansfield runner to earn All-American honors in cross 
country, indoor track, and outdoor track with a 31st place finish 
at the NCAA Division II Cross-Country Championships in Joplin, 
MO on November 17.

Cummings finished the 10k race with a time of 31:27.2.

In field hockey, Breanne Tobin and Ryanne Higgins were 
both named to the National Field Hockey Coaches Association 
(NFHCA) Division II All-American team.

Tobin, a sophomore from Perkasie, PA earned first team 
honors. Higgins, a senior from Newtown, PA was named to the 
second team.

Tobin led the team the Mountaineers in goals and points this 
season with 15 goals and 33 points. She ranked 10 nationally in 
points per game with 1.83 and was ranked eighth nationally in 
goals per game with .83. 

Higgins was second on the team in goals with 12, tied for the 
team lead in assists with five and second in points with 29. She 
ranked 12 nationally with 1.61 points per game with 1.61 and was 
13 nationally in goals per game with .67. 

        Chris Cummings                                        Ryanne Higgins                                         Breanne Tobin

CAMPUS

The Mansfield University Alumni Athletic Hall of Fame welcomed 
Tony Budzik,’92, Ed Merritt, ’55, Joe Russell, ’65, Mike Stewart, ’85 and 
Frank Jerald, 1906 (legend category) as its newest members during the 25th 
Annual Alumni Athletic Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony held during 
Homecoming Weekend in October.

The five new inductees bring the total number of former Mountaineer 
athletes, coaches and support personnel in the Hall of Fame to 152.

Tony Budzik was a four-year starter for the Mountaineer men’s 
basketball team from 1989-92. He 
appeared in 107 games over that 
span, scoring 1,358 points and 
ranking fifth on the school’s all-time 
scoring list when he graduated. One 
of the best pure shooters in school 
history, Budzik remains the top free 
throw shooter in Pennsylvania State 
Athletic Conference (PSAC) history 
and still ranks in the top ten in MU 
history in points, assists (489), steals 
(171), 3-point field goals (168), free 
throws (363), free throw percentage 
(87.5%), and games played. 

During his senior season in 
1991-92, Budzik led the PSAC 
in assists (159) and free throw 
percentage (88.3%) while finishing fourth in scoring (15.5 ppg). He was 
twice named PSAC East Player of the Week that season and earned All-
PSAC East First Team honors. Budzik was named to the All-Century Team as 
part of Mansfield University’s basketball centennial celebration in 2000.

Ed Merritt was a standout basketball and baseball player for the 
Mountaineers from 1953-55. During his career at Mansfield, Merritt earned 
six varsity letters and excelled in basketball. During his sophomore season 
Merritt scored a season high 34 points against Lock Haven and averaged 
21.2 points per game that year, ranking second in scoring in the PSAC. 
Merritt served as co-captain his junior season. He was named to the 1950’s 
All-Era Team during the MU Basketball Centennial celebration in 2000.

Joe Russell was one of the keys to Mansfield’s success during the 
“golden age of Mountaineer basketball.” A four-year letter winner from 

1962-65, Russell was renowned for his athletic ability and his team play. 
He was a member of some of the most successful teams in school history, 
including two PSAC Championships and the 1964 Championship team that 
become the first team in school history to advance to the NAIA National 
Championship in Kansas City. Russell helped Mansfield return to the NAIA 
National Championship as a senior in 1965.

On teams loaded with great players, Russell was known as a great 
performer under pressure. A three year fixture in the starting lineup, Russell 

averaged 10.8 points and 9.0 
rebounds over his final three 
seasons. He earned All-PSAC 
honors in 1964 and was named to 
the 1960’s All-Era Team during the 
Mansfield University Basketball 
Centennial celebration in 2000.
Russell was also a member of 
Mansfield’s first modern era track 
and field team, competing in 
numerous events from 1963-65. 

Mike Stewart was a three 
year letter winner in baseball from 
1984-86. During his career, Stewart 
epitomized the term “workhorse” 
by leading the pitching staff in 
appearances in each of his three 

seasons. One of Mansfield’s first true relief pitchers, he held the school career 
records for appearances (54) and saves (12) when he graduated. He still ranks 
among the top ten in school history in both categories. 

Stewart set a then school record with five saves in 1984 and worked 
almost exclusively as a reliever for his first two seasons before moving to a 
starter in 1986. He led the team in wins in ‘86 with seven and came through 
to pick up three saves as a reliever.

A native of Richmond Township, Frank Jerald was a distinguished 
member of the offensive line on the 1902,’03 and ‘04 football teams. He was 
the star of the 1904 team that included Karl Van Norman and was identified 
by Van Norman as one of the top players in the first 50 years of Mountaineer 
football. Jerald went on to become a well-known and respected state forester 
before a tragic hunting accident ended his life in 1914.

Class of 2007

Class of 2007: (L-R) Tony Budzik ’92, Mike Stewart ’85, Ed Merritt ’55 and Joe Russell ’65.
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Mansfieldian

Mansfield University is a member of the  
Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education.

Mansfield University 
Foundation, Inc. Board 
of Directors

Lawrence B. Mansfield ’83, president 
Barbara Alspach Baylor ’67, vice president
Gabriel G. Greco, treasurer
Larry L. Nesbit, secretary
Kevin Abrams ’79
Samuel J. Garloff ’69
Ronald Goodwin ’72
Arthur  “Pete” Guidi, Jr.
Marcella May Hyde-Smith ’56, board 

member emeritus
Bobbi J. Kilmer ’84 
A. Vernon Lapps, professor emeritus
Joseph Maresco 
Ralph H. Meyer, trustee representative
Carl D. Ruck ’80
Dr. Nancy L. Sidell, faculty liason
Jerome P. Wood  ’77  ’78
Steven Besse, executive director
Maravene Loeschke, Mansfield University 

president

General Alumni 
ASsociation Board  
of Directors

Barbara A. King ’78, president
Jerome P. Wood ’77 ’78, first vice president
John J. Quashnoc ’70, second vice president
George R. Beyer ’58
Carol Himmelreich Brann ’60
Amy Dupree Brooks ’80
Andrew A. Carola ’53
Beverly Wilber Evans ’69	
MayBelle Woodin Golis ’49
Richard A. Kimble ’89 ’94M
Bonelyn Lugg Kyofski ’62
Marsha Earley Malinich ’54
John E. McHale ’58
Timothy M. Mulroy ’03 
Barry G. Peters ’70
Diana L. Rizzo ’04
Stephanie Adams Ulmer ’04
William A. Walsh ’78
Carol J. Watson ’78
Denise D. Berg, executive director  

and secretary

President

Maravene  S. Loeschke

Council of Trustees

Tessa Bieber, Student, Turbotville, PA  
Mr. Thomas A. Browning, Peckville, PA
Richard P. Cashman, secretary, Berwick, PA
Lewis B. Lee, Thompson, PA
Craig G. Litchfield, Wellsboro, PA
Ralph H. Meyer, chair, South Waverly, PA
Ada Mae Saxton, Harrisburg, PA
Howard J. Smith Jr., Troy, PA
Robert D. Strohecker, vice chair,  

Mansfield, PA
Carol J. Tama, Blossburg, PA
Dr. Judy G. Hample, Harrisburg, PA, 

Ex‑officio member

Board of Governors

Kenneth M. Jarin, chair, Philadelphia, PA
Kim E. Lyttle, vice chair, Pittsburgh, PA 
C. R. “Chuck” Pennoni, vice chair, 

Philadelphia, PA 
Matthew E. Baker, Wellsboro, PA
John M. Brinjac, Harrisburg, PA
Marie Conley Lammando, Harrisburg, PA
Donna Cooper, Harrisburg, PA 
Paul S. Dlugolecki, Harrisburg, PA
Daniel P. Elby, Harrisburg, PA
Ryan J. Gebely, Leesport, PA
Debra D. Gentzler, Harrisburg, PA
Michael K. Hanna, Harrisburg, PA
Vincent J. Hughes, Harrisburg, PA
Joshua A. O’Brien, Bloomsburg, PA 
Joseph Peltzer, Shippensburg, PA 
Christine J. Toretti Olson, Indiana, PA
Guido M. Pichini, Wyomissing, PA
Edward G. Rendell, Harrisburg, PA
James J. Rhoades, Harrisburg, PA
Aaron A. Walton, Pittsburgh, PA
Gerald L. Zahorchak, Harrisburg, PA
Judy G. Hample, Harrisburg, PA 

Chancellor
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January
14	 Spring Semester Begins, 8 a.m.

15-3/4		 Metal Sculptor John Nihart 
University Gallery 

17	 Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration 
Alumni Hall, Room 307, noon

24	 Opening Reception & Artist’s Talk 
John Nihart, University Gallery, 4 p.m. 

 February
 9	 Jazz Ensemble, with X-Ray Big Band, 

Steadman Theatre, 8 p.m.

21-23	 Theatre & Music Departments present 
1776, Straughn Hall, 8 p.m.

24	 Theatre & Music Departments present 
1776, Straughn Hall, 2 p.m.

29	 Faculty Wind & Brass Chamber Music 
Concert, Steadman Theatre, 7:30 p.m.

 March
1	 Symphonic Band 

Steadman Theatre, 3 p.m. 

18-5/6		 Lino-Block Prints by artist  
Dianne Castle-Babcock, University Gallery 

21	 The Mansfieldians 
Steadman Theatre, 8 p.m.

26	 Council of Trustees Meeting 
North Hall Community Room, 11 a.m. 

27	 Opening Reception & Artist’s Talk, Dianne 
Castle-Babcock, University Gallery, 4 p.m. 

27	  “God Grew Tired of Us,” John Dau, 
Straughn Hall. Leadership Lecture Series. 
TBA

30	 Mansfield Brass Quintet, Steadman 
Theatre, 7:30 p.m.

 April

 6	 Jazz Ensemble Reunion Concert 
Steadman Theatre, 3 p.m.

7	 Percussion Ensemble Concert 
Steadman Theatre, 8 p.m.

12	 Festival Chorus, Handel’s Messiah 
Steadman Theatre, 8 p.m.

13	 Festival Chorus Concert, Handel’s Messiah, 
Corning (NY) Glass Museum, 3 p.m.

19	 Concert Wind Ensemble 
Steadman Theatre, 8 p.m.

20	 Symphony Orchestr 
Steadman Theatre, 3 p.m.

24-25		 Jazz Festival, Steadman Theatre

26	 Concert Choir 
Steadman Theatre, 7:30 p.m.

27	 Symphonic Band 
Steadman Theatre, 3 p.m.

29	 Guitar Ensemble Concert 
Steadman Theatre, 8 p.m.

May
10		 Commencement 

Van Norman Field, 11 a.m.

28	 Council of Trustees Meeting 
North Hall Community Room, 4 p.m.

 June
12-15		 Alumni Weekend

September 
26-27		 Fabulous 1890s Weekend

27		 Parents & Family Day

October 
3-5		 Homecoming

 




